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Edited by Zev Garber and Kenneth Hanson
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University of Delhi

Abstract: The Annotated Passover Haggadah, coedited by Professors Zev Garber and
Kenneth Hanson, is a meticulous collaboration that incorporates a set of essays by
various authors. The book offers unique reflections from myriad vantage points to the
well known and often repeated story of the Jewish ritual. The essence of The
Annotated Passover Hagaddah lies not only in the central theme of celebration of the
Haggadah but also in the numerous ways in which it can be celebrated in other
traditions, as well as how it has evolved through times. It is this renewed prospect that
imparts multiple connotations to the Jewish Passover ritual. The book has an eclectic
prominence that manifests through a careful hermeneutical exploration of the
Passover Haggadah from the Judeo-Christian prism. With significant overlaps
between the Christian and Jewish liturgy, this culturally rich interfaith volume
transcends the scope of the Jewish ritual of Passover and Haggadah.
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he Annotated Passover Haggadah is a meticulous collaboration of

Professor Zev Garber (Professor Emeritus and Chair, Jewish Studies

and Philosophy, Los Angeles Valley College) and Professor Kenneth
Hanson (Coordinator of the Judaic Studies Program, University of Central
Florida). The volume is broadly categorized into two major divisions. The first
section lays the background of Passover Haggadah while the second section is
a compilation of contributions from various invited authors.

Through his set of essays, in this section Professor Garber makes a
case for taking into cognizance the hermeneutical non-historical nature of the
Passover Haggadah. Regarding hermeneutics, Professor Garber advocates the
need of reading the (literal) texts together with the prooftexts in order to
ensure an effective understanding of them. For this he proposes a
hermeneutical chronology comprising of confrontation, analysis, interaction
and internalization. In his following essays, Professor Garber explains the
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Commentary

The essence of The Annotated Passover Hagaddah lies not only in the
central theme of celebration of the Haggadah but also in the myriad ways in
which it can be represented and celebrated in other traditions as well as how it
has evolved through times. It is this renewed prospect that imparts multiple
connotations to the Jewish ritual. With an eclectic prominence that manifests
through a careful hermeneutical exploration of the Passover Haggadah from
the Judeo-Christian prism, this culturally rich interfaith volume transcends the
scope of the Jewish ritual of Passover and Haggadah.
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The Annotated
Passover Haggadah

While preserving both the
traditional Hebrew text along with
an equally traditional English
translation, this book provides
important analytical, philosophical,
and theological perspectives on the
seminal event of Jewish
consciousness and self-awareness.
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